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WHO WE ARE 
• Ravensbourne is a public university in the 

Greenwich Peninsula, London.

• Specialises in creative, business and 
technology.

• Focus is social mobility in higher education.

• Started at Bromley School of Art in 1962 and 
moved from the Bromley Common to 
Chiselhurst and then the Greenwich 
Peninsula in 2010. 

• Named after the River Ravensbourne which 
flows from Bromley Common to Greenwich.



WHERE WE STARTED

Materials Library in a separate 
building.

2 open-planned classrooms the 
other side of the library with 
significant noise travel.

A space for just the bookshelves, 
barely any quiet study.

No culture of quiet, no 
community. 



MATERIALS LIBRARY
• To support students with their research 

and projects, our Materials Library includes 
a vast encyclopaedia of samples. The 
library is curated by Material ConneXion, a 
business that introduces brands to the 
latest material innovations.

• Students have access to an array of 
materials that are both relevant to their 
courses and reflect current trends in design 
and manufacturing.



WHAT WE DID

• Whiteboard – culture of 
Community.

• Improved Sustainability and 
Wellbeing.

• Regained space – got 2 rooms.

• Materials Library – moved into 
the Main Building.

• Gained a community.



SUSTAINABILITY

• Scrap paper.

• Plants.

• Growth.

• Recycling.

• Communal 
Sustainability chat 
across 
Ravensbourne Staff



WELLBEING

• Directly improves student 
culture/engagement with the 
library.

• Puzzle boards – local donations. 

• Wellbeing books.

• Study space and signage.



RAISED AWARENESS
• Library news bulletins proved 

successful raising awareness of 
courses through anniversaries etc. 

• To accommodate gaps of 
knowledge, asked lecturers – e.g. 
architecture.



Any Questions?
Photos by various including Alys Tomlinson
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